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The FL YING SAUCER

that WASN'T
The pictureshownhere has been submittedto The

Argusin
response

to our offerof £1000for the first
pictureof a genuineflyingsaucerin Victora.

But the picturedoes NOT
win the £1000.

Exhaustivetests of negative
and printhave been made by our
own photographic expertsand an
independent scientist.These prove
to our

satisfaction
that the picture

can be explainedby natural
causes.

The readertook the pictureon
April 4, 1953, while

photographing

a weddingat Nurmurkah.He
noticeda flash from the corner

of his eye, and
automatically

aimedhis cameraat the pointin
the sky from whichthe flash
came.

He writes:"I cannot describe

what I saw, becauseit happened

so
quickly

. . . If it is a
reflection

of
something,

why is it so propor-

tional and a perfect geometrical

figurein a darkcircle. . .?"

The answeris that the phenomena

is somethingwhich is known technically
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as halation.Most experiencedphoto-
grapherswill recogniseit as such.

Lightfrom the sun has been reflected

from some part of the cameraforward

of the lens - probablythe lens mount-

ing or lens - into the lens itself.This
has causedthe lowerlightshape.

Directreflectionof the sun on to the
outer lens componentis registered in
the smallspot of light.The "geometri-

cal" shapeabovethis againis caused

by the light
"spreading"

as it passes
throughthe outer component.

The more intenselightin the wide
arc and conicalshapeis the resultof
second refraction.

This is possiblyan
oversimplified

ex-
planationof the halationfrom a tech-
nician's standpoint. But technicians

will agreethat the causeof the "saucer"

is indeed halation.
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